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GCSE English Language specification at a glance

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading
and Writing

What's assessed

Section A: Reading

* one literature fiction text
Section B: Writing

« descriptive or narrative writing

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and
Perspectives

What's assessed

Section A: Reading

« one non-fiction text and one literary non-
fiction text

Section B: Writing

» writing to present a viewpoint

Assessed Assessed

» written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes » written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
* 80 marks » 80 marks

* 50% of GCSE * 50% of GCSE

Questions Questions

Reading (40 marks) (25%)— one single text
* 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

» 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)

1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)
Writing (40 marks) (25%)

+ 1 extended writing question (24 marks for
content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)

Reading (40 marks) (25%) — two linked texts
* 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

» 2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)
1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)

+ 1 extended writing question (24 marks for
content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)
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Mock exam 2024

Paper 2 only

Paper 2: Writers' viewpoints and perspectives

Time allowed: 1 hour 45 minutes

Read 2 non-fiction texts
Write a non-fiction text (speech, letter, article)

Reading Section 1 hour
Writing Section 45 mins

TOP TIPS
Spend 10-15 minutes reading both texts and all 5 questions

Source A

Source A Is taken from Moming Giass, the autobiography of professional surfer Mike Doyle. In
this extract, he describes his introduction to the world of surfing at the beach near his home n
Calfiornia in the 1950s.

Timing: A mark a minute (approx.)
Move on to next question if you over-run
Remember:

0 3-12 marks
Q4 -16 marks

1 The first time | ever saw somebody nding a
surfboard was at the Manhattan Pler in 1953
As much time as I'd spent at the beach,
you'd think | would have at least seen one

5  surfer bedore then. But there were only a fow
dazen surfers i al of Caifornéa at that sme
and, dke surfers today, they were out at
dawn surfing the moming glass. By the time
he crowds arrived, they were gone

10 Bunt this one morning | fook the first bus %o
e beach, walked out onto the Manhattan
Per, locked down and saw these bronzed
13 gods, al n incredbly good shape, happler and healtheer han anybody 'd ever seen.
They sat astide ther boards, laughing with each ather. at the frst swet they sw
15  long boards around, dropped %o ther stomachs, and began paddling towards st
my wiewpoknt, £ was aimost as ¥ | were on the board myseif, paddiing for the sv

1 x older text and 1

X hewer text

Sourco B

Into Te wave, coming %o my feet, and anging the board down that long wall of ¢
2 was aimost as ff | akeady knew that feeling in my bones. From that day on, |
surfing was for me-

In 1B7E, e Briish explorer lsabella Bird traveled fo Hawail, an sland in e Paofic Ocean.
Source B is an exiract fom a letter she wrote to her sisler back in England, descrbing a visit 1o the
Hawaiian lown of Hio. Al that Sme in Britain surfing, or “surf-bathing’, was a completely unknown
sport.

20 There were several surfers out that day. Greg Noll was just a kid then, about sl
oid, but he was hot. On one wave he Surned around backward on his board, sh
tut for the peopie watching from the pler. | was just dazzied.

Once I'd discovered there was such a thing as surfing, | bagan plofing my char

used %0 stand out in e surf and wait unal one of the surfers iost his board. Thy 5
25  were cleven feet long, twenty-four inches wide and weighed fifty or sty pouna

ey washed in broadside, they would hit me in the legs and knodk me over. |y

back up, scrambie the board around, hop on, and paddie it ten feet before the ¢

snatched it back - “Thanks, kid' ~ and paddied anay

Most surfers at that ime were riding efther hollow paddie-boards (a wooden fra 10
30 apy sheil), or sobd slabs, some of them tweke feet long. The m
and much betier balsa woocd boards were just staring to appear.

One day in 1564, when | was thirteen, | was down at Manhattan Pier watching

huge old-fashioned paddie-board - what we used 1o call a kook box. % was hal

mahogany, about fourieen feet long, maybe sody-five pounds and had no fin. It 15
35 kind of padde-board Meguards used for rescues; they worked fine for that purp

surfing they were unbalievably awkward. When the guy came out of $he water.

board bafnd ham, | asked # | could borrow it for a while. He looked at me ke |

But when he sat down on the beach, | pesiered him unal he finaly shrugged an 18

toward the board

‘Our host came in bo say that a grand dispéay of the nabonal sport of surf-bathing was going on,
and a large party of us vesnt down i e beach for twa hours o enjoy it R is really a maost
EACANG pEstime, and i a rough sea requirss immense nerve. The surf-boand i afough plank
of wood shaped like a coffin bd, about two feet broad, and from =ix 10 nine feet long, weil-ciled
and cared for. They are usually made of wood from the nafive breadinuil tree, and then blessed
In & simple ritual.

The surl was wery heavy and favourable, and legions of kocal peopie were swimming and
splashing in the sea, though not mone than forfy had Fweir Papa-he-naly, or ‘wase siding
boards,” wit them. The men, each carrying their own hand-carved boards under Sher anms,
waded cut from some rocks on which the sea was breaking. and, pushing ther boards before
mhEm, swam out o e frst line of breakers®, and Shen diving down Wers seen no mone il they
re-appeared haif a mile from shore.

WWhat they seek is a wery fagh breakes, on the fop of which Shery leap from behind, lying face
dowmeards on ther boards. As the warre speeds on, and e botiom sirkes. the ground, the
fop breaks nio a huge comber®. The sssmmers appeared pesing Themseives on its highest
edge by dexiesous movemnenis of their hands and feed, keeping just at the lop of the curl, but
abways apparentty coming down hill with a slanting motion.

o fhey rode in majestically, alwarys jusi ahead of the breaker, camied shorewards by s mighty
impuise at the rate of forty miles an four, as the more danng riders knelt and even siood on
i surf-boands, waving their anms and uRenng exdtam cries. They were always apparsnty
on the verge of engufmesnt by e fierce breaker whose ioWering while Crest was ever above
and just behing them, bat just as one expecied o see them dashed o pieces, ey sither
waded quietly ashone, or shiding off their boards, dived under the: surl, and wens next seen far
ol al sea, as a number of heads bobbing aboul lke corks in smooth waler, prepanng for fresh
enpions.

The great art seems o be §o mount the: brealkes precisely at the: rightt Bme, and o keep exactty

on its cur just bedore it breaks. Two or theee athieles, who siood erect on fher boards as they

swept mxitingly shorewands, were received with ringing cheers by fhe oowd.  Masry of the less
expert failed fo Fiow Semssives on the orest, and skd back inbo smoodh waler, or were caught
in te breakers which were Sully f=n feel high, and after being rolled over and ocver, disappearsd
amidst roars of laughier, and shouts from the share.

A first | hedd mvy bresath in Sesmor, thinking they wese smothered or dashed o pleces. and then in
a few seconds | saw fhe dark heads of the chjecis of my anety bobbing about behind the:
breakers waiting for anoffver chance. The shore was thronged with speciaiors, and the:
presence of the elibe of Hilo stimulated the swimmess io wondesrful expicits. | enjoyed e
afiemoon Thormughly.

ks it atways afiernoon heee, | wonder? The sea was so blue, Hhe sunlight so solt, e air so




Read again the first part of Source A from lines 1 to 13.

Choose four statements below which are true.

o O m P - B 8 @

Shade the circles in the boxes of the ones that you think are true.

Choose a maximum of four statements.
If you make an error cross out the whole box.

If you change your mind and require a statement that has been crossed out

then draw a circle around the box.

The first time Mike Doyle saw anyone surfing was in 1953.
Mike Doyle spent very little time at the beach as a child.
In the 1950s there were very few surfers in Califomia.

Most surfers like to surf in the early morning.

[=]
(=]
(=]
(=]

Surfers often stayed later in the day to entertain the crowds. [ o |

Mike Doyle took the train to the beach.

-

The first time he saw them, Mike Doyle was unimpressed by EI

the surfers.

The surfers looked fit and suntanned.

[=]

[4 marks]



0]2 You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question.

Both sources describe the types of board used for surfing.

Use details from both sources to write a summary of what you understand about

SUPPORTING AT HOME
Articles from

newspaper/magazines/internet...

You should write 2 comparative (SQIl) paragraphs.



SUPPORTING AT HOME
Flashcards for language
techniques.

Synonyms for frequently used
words.



0|4 For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the
whole of Source B.

Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives on surfing.

SUPPORTING AT HOME
Flashcards for language

techniques.
Synonyms for emotions.

This question is a combination of Q2 and Q3. Feel free to repeat ideas!
This is the writers’ PERSPECTIVES!!! You need to refer to their thoughts and feelings.




TOP TIPS

SUPPORTING AT HOME
Read articles, speeches, letters
etc.

Practice debating (for/against)
statements.

Stats
Triplet



Example Q5s

* ‘Key workers such as nurses, train drivers and teachers are the true heroes

in our society.’
Write a letter arguing for or against this idea. [40 marks]

* ‘Schools should teach all students to cook cheap, nutritious meals for

themselves before they leave.
Write an article for a newspaper arguing for this idea. [40 marks]

* ‘Social media is poisoning the minds of the next generation!
Write a speech arguing for or against this idea. [40 marks]



AQA English Language Playlists

AQA English Language Paper 1 AQA English Language Paper 2 Full Marks Exam Answers
English Language

View Nl playlint View A playhat

Mr Bruff — English Language/English Literature

View full playhiat

Bitesize English

Other helpful revision resources:

1) Look online for past papers. You can
read the examiners’ reports too to
see what pupils excelled/struggled

with.

2) Your teachers will put practice
papers on Teams.

3) Practice Q5 prompts.

4) Ask your teachers for model
examples.




English Literature




Mock exam 2024

Paper 1.5 — 1hr 45 mins - this is a made-up paper!
An Inspector Calls

19th Century Literature — The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde



English Literature Paper

There will be several texts
and questions included in
your paper.

You only answer on the texts
we have studied!

Every year students answer
on the wrong texts.

These are texts they have not
studied!

The 19™-century novel Question
Robert Louis Stevenson The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 7
and Mr Hyde
Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol 8
Charles Dickens Great Expectations 9
Charlotte Bront& Jane Eyre 10
Mary Shelley Frankenstein 11
Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice 12
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle The Sign of Four 13

Modern prose or drama

JB Priestley
Willy Russell
Alan Bennett
Dennis Kelly
Simon Stephens

Shelagh Delaney
William Golding
AQA Anthology
George Orwell
Kazuo Ishiguro
Meera Syal
Stephen Kelman

An Inspector Calls
Bilood Brothers

The History Boys
DNA

The Curious Incident of the
Deog in the Night-Time
A Taste of Honey
Lord of the Flies
Telling Tales

Animal Farm

Newver Let Me Go
Anita and Me

Pigeon English

Page

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

Questions

1-2
3-4
5-6
7-8
9-10

11-12
13-14
15-16
17-18
19-20
21-22
23-24



Literature — What do | need to know?

Plot — what happens? In what order? What are the key events?

Characters — Who are they? What relationships do they have? 5 key
words/phrases to explore their personality? 5 key quotes that reveal their

character traits

Themes — What are they ideas/messages that the writer is trying to discuss?
Quotes?



Mark AO Typical features How to arrive at a mark
Level 6 AO1 « Critical, exploratory, conceptualised response to At the top of the level, a candidate's response is likely to be a critical,
task and whole text exploratory, well-structured argument. It takes a conceptualised approach
Convincing, » Judicious use of precise references to support to the full task supported by a range of judicious references. There will be
critical interpretation(s) a fine-grained and insightful analysis of language and form and structure
analysis and supported by judicious use of subject terminology. Convincing exploration
exploration of one or more ideas/perspectives/contextual factors/interpretations.
AO2 » Analysis of writer's methods with subject
26-30 marks terminology used judiciously
+ Exploration of effects of writer's methods to create
meanings
AO3 » Exploration of ideas/perspectives/contextual

factors shown by specific, detailed links between
context/text/task

At the bottom of the level, a candidate will have Level 5 and be starting

to demonstrate elements of exploratory thought and/or analysis of writer's
methods and /or contexts.

SUCCESS CRITERIA
- Stick to task and extract/whole text

- Use guotes (as many as possible, but 6 minimum)
- Analyse techniques and explore effects — multiple

and detailed

- Look at writer’s intention

- Use subject terminology
- Link to context

30 marks:
AO1=12
AO2=12
AO3=6

Or 34 marks:
AO4 =4




Either
obert Louis Stevenson: The Sftrange Case o ; an r.
(0 [1] r Louis § The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. H

Read the following extract from Chapter 6 (Remarkable Incident of Dr Lanyon) of
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract, Utterson thinks about his friendship with Dr Jekyll and how it has changed.

Time ran on; thousands of pounds were offered in reward, for the death of
Sir Danvers was resented as a public injury; but Mr. Hyde had disappeared out
of the ken of the police as though he had never existed. Much of his past was
unearthed, indeed, and all disreputable: tales came out of the man's cruelty, at
5 once so callous and viclent, of his vile life, of his strange associates, of the
hatred that seemed to have surrounded his career; but of his present 50 m i n S
whereabouts, not a whisper. From the time he had left the house in Soho on the
moming of the murder, he was simply blotted out; and gradually, as time drew
on, Mr. Utterson began to recover from the hotness of his alarm, and to grow ® Re a d
10 more at guiet with himself. The death of Sir Danvers was, to his way of thinking,
more than paid for by the disappearance of Mr. Hyde. MNow that that evil

influence had been withdrawn, a new life began for Dr. Jekyll. He came out of ® H 1 h I 1 h /
his seclusion, renewed relations with his friends, became once more their familiar Ig Ig t a n n Otate
guest and entertainer; and whilst he had always been known for charities, he .

15 was now no less distinguished for religion. He was busy, he was much in the [ ) Wr I te

open air, he did good; his face seemed to open and brighten, as if with an inward
consciousness of service; and for more than two months the doctor was at
peace.
On the Bth of January Utterson had dined at the doctor's with a small party;
20 Lanyon had been there; and the face of the host had locked from one to the
other as in the old days when the trio were inseparable friends. On the 12th, and
again on the 14th, the door was shut against the lawyer. “The doctor was
confined to the house,” Poole said, “and saw no one.” On the 15th he tried
again, and was again refused; and having now been used for the last two months
25 to see his friend almost daily, he found this return of solitude to weigh upon his
spirits. The fifth night he had in Guest to dine with him; and the sixth he betook
himself to Dr. Lanyon's.

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a mysterious
character.

Wite about:

« how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract

« how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a mysterious character in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]



Section A: Modern prose or drama

Answer one question from this section on your chosen text.

JB Priestley: An Inspector Calls

EITHER 50 mins
01 How and why does Sheila change in An Inspector Calls? e Read
Write about: * Pla n
how Sheila responds to her family and to the Inspector * erte
+ how Priestley presents Sheila by the ways he writes.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
OR
Question 2
ol 2 How does Priestley explore responsibility in An Inspector Calls?
Write about:
+ the ideas about responsibility in An Inspecfor Calls
+« how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes.
[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]



How do you revise effectively?

What strategies can you use?
What help is available?

What resources can you use?
How often should you revise?
How long should you revise for?

When should you begin revising?



What makes effective revision?
Exercise books
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% of information retained

Rate of Forgetting with Study/Repetition

English Literature

December Mocks

Topic

An Inspector Calls
Theme of responsibility

An Inspector Calls
Theme of capitalism v socialism

An Inspector Calls
Character — Sheila

An Inspector Calls
Character - Mrs Birling

100 ¢
1 month j 3 months
75
K K 1week
]
50 1day
18 mins
25
0]
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

Repetition Intervals

Jekyll and Hyde

Theme of violence

Jekyll and Hyde

Theme of secrecy and mystery

Jekyll and Hyde

Character of Utterson

Jekyll and Hyde
Character of Jekyll




Ready to Revise: How can I use dual coding to improve my recall and
retention of information?
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Don’t forget about gcsepod!
All your subjects with bitesize videos, quizzes and
guestions

gcsepo0

education on demand



Past paper questions.

You should begin trying past paper
qguestions as far in advance of your

eso exam as possible.
: Ask your subject teacher the exact
z = name of the exam board and

o by 0 o R specification.

2 | Exam board websites have lots of past
SRS papers on their websites.
o R e Ask your teacher for extra examples






What makes effective revision?

i




How do you revise effectively?

How often should you revise?
Little and often
Create a timetable

How long should you revise for?
20-30 mins per topic/subject area

When should you begin revising?
Now!
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